
Dear Sirs, 
 
As an independent business body, the Guernsey Chamber of Commerce serves a 600-strong 
membership which is representative of every island industry sector – both large and small. 
Chamber’s main objective is to create business value for its members, whilst assisting the strategic 
development of island commerce and infrastructure. 
 
It therefore applauds the new States' declared mandate to make the necessary 'tough decisions' to 
ensure the investment decisions made today can maximise opportunities for the Guernsey of 
tomorrow. The upgrading of the airport runway is one such landmark investment decision. 
 
Chamber notes that other destinations (including Aberdeen and Birmingham) have, in recent years, 
undertaken runway extensions. Whilst the impacts are yet to be fully measured, they expect to 
report lower ticket prices for travellers, higher volumes of tourism visitors, increased long-haul 
traffic, additional employment and public revenue, and improved reliability of their 
business transport links. Such outcomes are critical for Guernsey's immediate future, its 
competitiveness, its ability to attract further inward investment and, indeed, the island's ongoing 
commercial sustainability. 
 
Chamber supports the States' review process and it now urges a final debate which will clearly 
explain to all the business case for the local runway extension.  Given current budgetary constraints, 
it is essential that priority capital projects are determined according to tangible economic benefits 
and opportunities, rather than emotive populist views. Our island is a business and its shareholders 
expect clear and accountable investment decisions from its leaders. With a positive explanation of 
the economic reasons for, and studied benefits and opportunities of, an extension to the runway, 
the island will be able to throw its full weight behind this vital project. 
 
How the island is positioned in the next four years will determine its economic foundations in the 
short to medium term and, potentially, in decades to come. Brave political decisions are required 
about which investments will pay the community dividends of tomorrow and generate a new wave 
of business and jobs in the finance, digital, tourism and entrepreneurial sectors. Guernsey cannot 
afford to shut the gate on opportunity. But only a well thought-out, long-term strategy for the island 
with smart deployment of government capital will help secure the long-term future of the island.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Martyn Dorey 
 
President of the Guernsey Chamber of Commerce 
 


